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Foreword

Canada did not officially declare war on Germany until 10 September 1939, however the 85th
Heavy Battery, 15th (Vancouver) Coast Brigade, RCA received their warning order at 0400 on 26 August
1939. At 0800 the Battery was given 72 hours to prepare for the move to Yorke Island.

Yorke Island is a small islet located off of the north end of Hardwicke Island in the south end of
Johnstone Strait. It occupies a choke point in the Johnstone Strait where all vessels travelling from the
north to Vancouver must pass. The island consists of 39 hectares of wooded hilly terrain with a
maximum height of about 30 meters. Considered the back door invasion route to Vancouver during
World War Il, Major B.C.D. Treatt, Royal Artillery, included a coastal artillery installation on the island in
his report after his tour in 1936.

Treatt's recommendation was adopted by the Canadian government in 1936 and work was
initiated in late 1937. By July 1938, two Quick Firing (Q.F.) 4.7-inch guns had been mounted and test
firing carried out. Due to restraints in the purchase of new weapons, these guns were taken from
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where they had last been calibrated for wear of their barrels in April 1914.

By July 1938 two Quick Firing (Q.F.) 4.7-inch guns had been mounted and test
firing carried out. Once installed, the guns were secured and maintained by a small detachment of
Permanent Force gunners from Esquimalt on a six-month tour of duty.
On the evening of the 28th, Capt. F.W. Guernsey, three other officers and fifty-two men boarded
the H.M.C.S. Comox, which slipped its lines at 2100 hours. At 1000 hours the next morning, the ship
arrived dockside at Yorke Island.

The following War Diary records the days spent on Yorke Island until 1945 when the final
soldiers departed and the Department of National Defence began the dismantling of the guns and
accomadation. the format of letters and message has been replicated to some extent with messages
mostly in uppercase and shaded yellow while are in new times roman and shade grey. Not all messages
have dates and their position in the paper is estimated. Complete Part | Orders are only provided for the
first of each month due to their repetitiveness of names and duties. Other excerpts from Part | Orders
are provided based on their importance.

Enjoy the read!

Leon Jensen OMM CD
President

Vancouver Artillery Association
WWWw.vancouvergunners.ca



http://www.vancouvergunners.ca/

Draft as at 26 January 2021

Organization

The 15 (Vancouver) Coast Artillery Brigade, RCA consisted of three batteries — the 31st Heavy
Battery, 58th Heavy Battery and the 85th Heavy Battery. The 31st was responsible for the Stanley Park
Fort at Ferguson point; the 58th manned the guns at Point Grey and the 85th were sent to Yorke Island.

Yorke Island was alos home to elements of the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, 10th Fortress
Signals Company; "C" Coy 2nd (MG) Battalion Canadian Scottish Regiment and the 5th Troop 3
Searchlight Battery.

Members of the Battery were rotated with the soldiers of the other Batteries in Vancouver. This
was done on an individual basis to avoid the administrative work of trabsferring the battery from one
location to another.

Command of the Battery was vested in the Battery Commander, a Major. There was discussion
as to if that command authority extended to the other elements, such as the Naval communicators, on
the island.

Ordnance

4.7-Inch Quick Firing Mark IV "B" Gun on Mark Ill Garrison Carriage
: Two of these guns were originally mounted at Yorke
= Island at the beginning of World War Il and
; « subsequently traded with the 6" guns at Stanley Park.
There history goes back even further than that, as
| they were originally mounted at Halifax Nova Scotia
‘ and were given to Canada on the handover of the
Halifax Fortress in 1905.Their rate of fire was ten
rounds per minute by day and eight by night. Maximum range was 11,800 yards although the effective
range with automatic sights was usually half of that.

6-Inch Breach Loadlng Mark VII Guns on Mark lI(L) Garrison Mounting
"

At the beginning of World War I, three of these guns
were mounted at Point Grey and two were at Stanley
Park. These guns were were deemed obsolete by the
late thirties but there was little prospect of receiving
‘ upgrades in the near future so they were quickly
e - moved out from Halifax and from Quebec City where
they had been mstaIIed since the World War .
The maximum range was 12,000 yards and the weight of the shell was 100 |bs
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Summary of Events and Inforatics

Precautionary pericd Notified.

Velunteers for active service called ocut and mobilized wnder Section 5} Militia Act.
Battery ordered to be ready to move to York Island with 72 hre Notice.” 3 Officers and
% 0.R.8 Tequized for nriglna.l detachrent. 'y pent notifying members.” 11th Adh Biy.
asked to supply volunteers to make ug Q.R.2

Erigads Parads for men volunteering for pctive Ssrvice.

Weatoer ; Fair

Medieal inspecticn of all Q.R.¢ called up; unifomwe leswed, recrults attested, and
Transfers arranged. HNo dafinite order received to move. t. Guarnsey attached to
85th Ety. inlieu of ¥ajor Brédley, a8 M.0. would not pass defect in his left eye.
Weather : Fining

Uen given time off 1o clear up provase affairs.

Battery parade for voluntesrs rouusdir. tu York Island.

Parads consisted of Capt. Cuarnsi 2 Gapt. ﬂ?ﬂ'ﬁum, 2/Lte !ulharn %0 0.R.s & th Mn Ef;

Major. H.H. Plits, ROAMC, was &Lailec as Me 1 Officer./ d 2 0.R,8

Inspaction by Lt. Col. C.¥.L. Crossley 7 sﬂ' Cb!-
pection Col. C. Leti:

son

Enbussed in Two mmsae, 24 procesded to Ballantyne Pier.
lnliaarhsd on H,M.C.5, Comox - Lo and small stores and lunbhes
Friends, relatives o i n'asrf for farswalls.
HoL 0. 80 Comox, Lis %dro ulqw. salled from Vancouver Harbour en route to York Islam
Tra B ilu%n:m deck and below de:

J\rrlwa 0!1 York Island. Psnngu to wharf carefully sowmded.
and siores

%ﬁ .mmg gﬁmﬂ;mﬂwgmdqg\dxd large guantities of miscellsancus stores

Master-Gunner Elake, Sgi. Inetructor, 2 Ordnance Artificers and a Siguale Sgt. Major
&rrived on the "Border Prince”.

28/8/33

|t
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VANOOUVER GARRISON DEOER ¥o,3,

TROCP MOVEZMENT

IROCP MOVAMENT
prinoe Bupert Detachupni.
pe {a} The following Bmite will move to Prince Mupert vie
€., Steamship to-might. ofe, g

grieh Fusiliers {Van, Fegt.)
I7%h Div. Signals, RaCuled..
&th Dive BeOofaBeluiaanans

Oapt, W.8. Horse K,0,0.8, 18 detailed as CuC, Troops,

{v) lgeiachment will be inspected b{ Col, H,F.@, Letson
¥o. T0. at 1930 hre. 28 Aug at Stanley Park ATwoury, 3

stachment ¥ill move by Bus from Stanley Park Armoury
Thazt, foot af Main 8%,, embussing at 2000 bra.,
ng 55 PPrince Rupert! at 2030 hre. Ship ealls at

2100 hre.
(d) Tiokets will be provided by sgent at Whar{ Ticket
0ffics under sucervision of D.D.5. & T.0., Vancouver Ares.

Meals will be furnished by Steamship Companm.

2. Yorke Jelend Detachment
(a) The followimg unite will move to Yorke Island vie
HMOE “Oomox"i N
Gff.
ESth Biye RiOuhif assnnes-enss

1ith Div, Signals, R.0.0.5
Hajer H.H, Pitta R.CuA.M.C

B vk
Totals,.. ¥ 5e

. Guermssy will commani the detachment,

Capt, F,

{Bb) pDetaghment will be inspsected ot Bessborough Armoury
by Ool, H,7,G.Leteon MO, ZD. at 1300 hre,

(s Hetachuent will move by Bus from Armoury %o Ballamtyne
¥
Pler, evdussing at 2000 hrs,, embarking HMOS "Comox" A%

Bailantyne Pier 2030 hrs. Ship sails at 2100 hre.

ADMIHISTRATIVE ARAANERMENTS

TH1ETRATIVE ARARNGRMENTS
3. D.5.B, & 7,0., Vanoouver Area Will pravidat
{a) Prinoe Rupsrt Detachwent:
1. Three days raverye rations. (Standard retiom. He. -
Fresh maat.
2. Decegsary traneport for baggege and personnel frem
Armoury to Whasi.

(b) Yorke Ilelani Detachment:
1. Omo wesks reesrve ratisna, (Standard ration, fo frech
eals
2, Hecessary tyanspors for baggmge and poraonnel from
Armoury to Wharf,

g;n'rm!
- Amminition Wikl be lssusd imder spécial arrangezentse
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Deiinnl, upiicars and eipicte s be forimaced
1001 /¢ 2nd Echeten for il

Fliee e

Flow | Summary of Eventy snd Lnfsemation | e

K |
‘{2{,“ 2g | of.fwers rammcitemu the Islend and el!veysd ava,uab.e a,caamuda:lm which ccnsisted |
| I the g Tters, a 5 room bungalow; a bunkhouse E ty %0; a mess hut B2 by 4
- g mnll hu:, 16 by ; also a radic station m.n:, 10 by 11l
| caretakers house was found to be ccoupled by two msnict Gunners of 5th Hvy., Bty an
a el lman of No. 11 Del RCCS.
| Cold lunch was wﬁa d a8 no stove gipe was sent with the o stove. {The launch
"Tork® was sent to Kslsey cus supplies, Ineluding stove pipe and kerosine
for the lanterns.
The men worked hard in guur].ug reln sorting gut stores and carrying them away from the
whard. The tractor dsliversd was useless, as it refused to Btart.
34 meq were quariered in the bunk nouse, 9 N.C.0.8 in the smpal]l hut. 4 ¥.0.0.8 in ihe
m% ¥ nj"t. amtiun at the Fort, 2 O.R.s Iln $be launch "Yorkw", L C.H.® in the Msss Hut,
E the basement of ths cafetakels quarters, 2 0.R.s’in the Radic Statlon, and
D:nce:’e in the Caretekers Quarters.

30 Spent day uutting wno:l mmﬂ.ng atorss and ammunition. A "Cat Driver" from the Salmon
River Lo gﬁ fo start and operate tne tractor. More ammmiticn was

se:ntha £ tmtor in afternoon.

~ Teather :

3l Continual fa.tiguea. Foremen and 4 helpers arrived to build fenge around Fort and
cumtruct a slesping hut.
Weathef : Fair

Bay for var

camglatﬁd g:i.r:rying Gun Stores to Fort. TWire femcing transported to Fort.
ner : Clou

York continued. "Border Princat called to plok up tractor. Ur. Gumner Blake returned
© Vanoouver. Tractor retained.

3 \ I 8.8. "Salvor* desliversd sand, gravel, cemani, roofing paper, @tc. Mﬂ
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¥ DAY LETTERS
RIGHT MESSAGES
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SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE SUBJECT TO THE TERME GN THE GASK Hertbr -
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2. FOSTINGS (gom't)

Sgt. Davidson u l'a L2 mm-n-m
BA:

133

Mo exptosnes BA. (8)— 000
od ojgrrsanwolls

% ¥
aarcan s TrasuediBT s Foﬂc::r.l\._.qgu an

il
Gnr. Fox E, o
Bnrs Hieks 75 Do %o 2t o =4
Gar. erins R te * b | 1
& L w
I. ¥

Gnr. Cnm; E. Ha
rlmr. Q“is ord L.
I

| :

L Bﬂrr[ﬁfﬁﬂrl Garrett |

Gnr. KeBersgle I,

Enr, 0"Kallpy C
Berrot| H,

{eheris

—

onr, w R. [
iy :'7{;

Gnr. A,"I.f’b r. s.:aw a.

Gnr. Comnor

Gnr. gnhnrm R.
IV. LAUWC| memars.

-~

T | |
L/Bay| quman L. to repert to Lamneh "Forke.
; ) | [

T Tange #eliefs witiin their own datees
sehmente for detachmenta on duty dﬁ the guns.
2. BPEG 3,
JEQ 0. R, who n m ncm-l
wtngr @uties may he detmilsd for ;.n:l 1
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GOV. RNMENT OF CAI .DA

: tLliEg of service TELEGRAPH, CABLE

¥ AND
DAY MESSAGES RADIO
li DAY LETTERS E
NIGHT MESSAGES chreann ot e

WIGHT LeTTERS RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE mewomn
ADMINISTERED oY
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE—OTTAWA, CANADA

NUMBER | SENT TG | CENT BY | RECHEY | TIME BENY | TIME TiOEw

28 RUCH 1 =xi

SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE EUBIEGT TO THE TERMS 0N THE DACK HEREOE

R e e e 3
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h l!LlSng uf SERVICE TELEGRAPH, CABLE
i AND RADIO

, DAY MESSAGES

¢ DAY LETTERS CONNECTIONS
MIGHT MESSAGES i TO ALL PARTS OF

werieress | RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE THE WORLD
ADMINISTERED BY
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE—OTTAWA, Cwnbﬂ

SERTTE | WENT BY | RECD®Y | TIME SENT |TIME MILED ‘

WIwRER

EME THE FOLLOWING MESEACE SUBEEY TE THE TERMS O THE BAGK HEREQF =

TS s o T T
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a2
,~ CLASSES OF SERVICE TELEGRAPH, CABLE

|+ DAY HMESSAGES i
* DAY LETTERS - CONNECTIONS
NIGHT MESSAGES S TO ALL PARTS OF

* miHT LeTrers RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE THE WOFLD

ADMINISTERED BY
DEPARTMENT OF MATIONAL DEFENCE—OTTAWA, CANADA

T wOmBER —‘— SEnT 0 e REC'D WY | TIME SEMT | TIME FILED | cHEcK
3C1E 3. | A | 10HBY
SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE SUBJEGT TO THE TERMS SH THE BAK HERES?
VIUTORIA
M. J, WHYBHEH
AUG 21

— CHIINEER FORESAR =

YORE IELAND

7 sl

s COVSTRUC®TON ONE THENTY EY FOREY 1EP

e 416 LK
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BONINAL BOLL FOR XORK ISLAND.
£6th MEAVY BATIINY.

Hajor F. W, GEUERIEDEy
Captain R. H. JOROZNSEN.
2nd LT G. de Humlherom.

5008 B.S.M. Lookhort DN.J.
EOE1 BalelleS. Wooldwerd T.2.0.
5058 Sgt. Uptom V.
5131 " Qox 8.5.
T =« Il'uau @.
7294 L/sgt : Iy
5166 'rhmmn Wala
7 T " MoAfeo AJi.
TEEL T " @l J.d.
5042 Bary Jameason I.N.
El1s0 * Cox H.6.

F166 Cuddeford T.
5176 " I

6187 n Hille Uud.

186 "

B Terby G :
7357 5/Bar(A/Ddx) Garrett r.0.
5200 s\('m. Hichardzon. A.

5201 B.D.
7267 Gfw.(4i/L/Bdr) Parker J.L.
VEEY " % "%  Spow 0.H,

5238
£g2a
7366
TECe

.
"
"
"

Adgioh D,
Anderson E.
Atking D.ka
Boahan B

So—“- 39
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ball
 CLASSES OF SERVICE

AND RADIO.

. DAY MESSAGES

Y DRy LCTTERS CONNECTIONS
NIGHT MESSAGES s ol TO ALL PARTS OF

NIGHT LETTERS RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE THE worLn
ADMINISTERED B
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE—OTTAWA, CANADA

T HUMEER | BENT TO SENTEY | RECD®Y | TIME SENT | TIME FIED

e

SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE SURJECT TO THE TERMS ON THE BACK HEREOK =

FUSE pU

BATIS S0 OF I
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DT AT T o TR = e ‘




o GOV_RNMENT OF CAN .DA

e -
7 ELASSES OF SERVICE TELEGAAPH, CABLE

DAY MESSAGES ANY mol
% Dav LFTTERS | -
NIGHT MESSAGES canADA

TO ALL PARTS OF
THE WORLD

. iGHT LETTERS RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE

ACMINISTERED Y
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE—OTTAWA. CANADA

TOMRER | WENTTG | SENTEY | RECE Y| TIMESRRT | TiME Ficen

= I
SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE SURIFCT TO THE TERMS ON THE BACHK HEFEOR -

MEDIQAL




< CLASSES OF SERVICE

o * BRYV MESSAGES

DAY LETTERS

| NIGHT MESSAGES

"
* MIGHT LETTERS

GO..LANMENT OF CA .. DA

GANAM

RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE

ADMINISTERED BY
DEPARTMENT OF MNATIONAL DEFENCE—OTTAWA, CANADA

TELEGRAPH, CAHLE
AND RADIO
CONMECTIONS
TO ALL PARTS OF
THE WOFELD

HUMEBER

BENRT TS | SEMT BY HES'D B TIME SEMT [ TIME FILED CHFCK
3CIE | Ia TA 10KBY
Ehﬂl; THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE SUBJIECT TS THE TERMS O THE BACK HEREDF :—
— M. Jo WOIDREW A b e bty o
AllG 31

—EHGLASER FOREMAR

YORE I=TA¥D e

A

7%

416 SROUERD COVTRUCYTON OHE THENTY BY FOHTLS 100,
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DAY MESSACFS
DRY LETTERS
NIGHT MESSAGES
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caMADA

NIGHT LETTERS RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE

ADMINISTERED AY

DEFARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE— OTTAWA., CANADA
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WIGHT LeTTERS RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE THE WoRLD
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HIGHT MESSAGES

NIGHT LeTTERS RADIOTELEGRAPH SERVICE

THE WORLD
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