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15TH FIELD ARTILLERY REGIMENT
ROYAL REGIMENT OF CANADIAN ARTILLERY

CEREMONIAL PARADE
ON THE OCCASION OF THE
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REGIMENT
IN VANCOUVEPR, B.C.

2 FEB 30 "% =9 FEB T0

REVIEWED PY
MAJOR GENERAL H.A, SPARLING, CEBE, DSO, CD
COLOMEL COMMANDAMT
ROYAL REGIMENT OF CAMADIAM ARTILLERY
2 MAY T0

NOTICE TO SPECTATORS

1. SPECTATORS ARE RENDUESTED TO STAND ON THE
FOLLOYING OCCASIOMNS:

A. ON THE ARRIVAL OF THE COL,COMMAMNDANT
B, DURING THE GEMERAL SALUTES
C. THE OUEEN

2. ALL RAMKS IN UNIFORM WILL SALUTE:

A, DURING THE GEMNEFRAL SALUTES
B, THE OUEEN




-

ON PARADE
HONORAPY €O ONTL

LCOL A,M, MCGAVIN, CD

HOMOPAPRY LIEUTEMANT COLINEL
LCOL /.S, JACKSON, CD

COMMANDING OFFICER
LCOL B.A. CLEMONS, CD

DEPUTY COMMANDING OFFI 2EDR
MAJ R.S. ABBOTT, CD

, ADJUTANT
CAPT R.%,M, DAVIDSON

REGIMENTAL SERGEANT-MA JOD
CY0 R, GUTTRIDGE

31 BATTERY 299 3ATTERY
MAJ ¥,T, WICKETT, CD MAJ 3.J. BAILZY
CAPT R.G.W. RURRIDGE LT.G.M, BENNETT, CD
CAPT D.A. PORTER LT, 3.5. YOLOSKI
CAPT P.E. BARTOM, TD LT. 1.A. CASEY
LT.L.D. MCDOMNELL LT. A.E. HUEFO2D, €D
BSM MWO TYLDESLEY-GORE, E. RSM 4WO WINTER, H.J.

ADC OFFICER I.C SEATING DUTY OFFICER
CAPT I1.R.SEYMOUR MAJ V.V R HAMILTON,CD LT, 1.D.NEIGY
BANDMASTEPR P.R.N, DRUi‘=1MAJOR

".0. ERVIN, P.M. MAJ R.V.STEVENSON, CD M O HAMILTON, A, d.,Cl
MEDICAL OFFICER ROM ROI1S
CAPT L.D.KORNDER LT. D.U,UPTON, CD MWO ANGELL, D.G., CD

THE MINIATURE GUN SALUTING BATTERY IS MANNED 3Y
RETIRED OFFICERS ANMD SENIOR NCOS OF THE REGIMENT.



MUSICAL PROGRAMME
COLOMEL COMMANDANT PARADE 2MD MAY,

1970

UNDER DIRECTIOM OF WO ERWIN, P,.M,

THE REGIMEMTAL BAND VYILL PROVIDE EN
MUSIC PRIOR TO THE FORMIMNG UP OF TH

OM ARRIVAL OF THE COL. COMMANDANT:
. HERALDIC TRUMPET FAMFARE
. GEMERAL SALUTE

DURING THE INSPECTICN (SLOW MARCH)
. THE ROYAL ARTILLERY SLOY
. TROOP THE COLOURS

REGIMENTAL MARCH PAST (QUICK MARCH)
SONS OF THE BRAVE
« +THE BRITISH GRENADIERS

DRIVE PAST MORILE COMMAND RBRTY
. KEEL ROW (TROT)
. BONMIE DUMDEE (CALLOP)

ADVANCE IN REVIEYW ORDER
. 8 BARS BRITISH GRENADIERS
. GENERAL SALUTE

THE SUNSET CEREMONY
. ABIDEYWITH ME
»  RETEEST
. THE OUEENM

MARCH OFF (QUICK MARCH)
. COLONEL BOGEY

TERTAINING
E PARADE.

MARCH



11,

12

13.
14,
15,
Te.

ORDER OF CEREMONIAL PARADE 2ND MAY, 1970

THE PARADE IS FORMED UP BY THE RSM,
OFFICERS PROMENADE AT RIGHT FLANK OF PARADE.

DEPUTY COMMANDING OFFICER TAKES OVER PARADE FROIi PSH
AND FALLS IM THE OFFICERS.

THE COMMANMNDIMNG OFFICER TAKES COMMAND OF THF REGIMEMT,
THE COLONEL COMMANDANT ARRIVES AND IS RECEIVED WITH
A FANFARE, 7-GUN SALUTF RY OUR MIMIATURE SALUTING
BATTERY AND A GENERAL QALUTE

THE COLONEL COMMANDAMY IMSPECTS THE REGIMENT ON PARADE.
JHE PEGIMENT MARCHES PAST IN QUICK TIME, .
UHE BRECIMENT REFORMS® LINE,

THE MORILE COMMAND ETY MOUMTS AND DRIVES PAST WITH THE
GUMS (OUR COLOURS).

THE COLONEL COMMANDAMT SPEAKS TO THE RESIMEMT AT THE
REOUEST OF THE COMMANDIMG OFFICER,

PRESENTATIONMS,

THE REGIMENT MOUNTED AND DISMOUNTED ADVANCES IM REVI"V
ORDER AMD A GEMERAL SALUTE IS GIVENM,

SUNSET CEREMONY.
THE OUEEN.,
cCoL. COMMANDAMT DEPAPTS,

REGIMENT RETIRES; GUESTS ARE IMNVITED TO RETURM TO
BESSBOROUGH ARMOURIES.



BIOGRATHY OF THE COL COMYANDANT

Major-General H.A., Sparling, CBE, DSO, CD

Major-Ceneral H.A. Sparling, CBE, DS0, CD, retired
in February 1963 from the Canadian Army, after 34 years
service. Hig last post was General Officer Commanding
Central Command .ih Oakville, and he was the Army's
senior regular gunner. The General grew up in a mili-
tary atmospherz, the som of a professional army officenr,
He started his own career at the Royal Military College
in Kingston, .and on graduation in 1929 was commissioned
in the Royal Canadign Artillery.

Prior to the war, he served in various regimental
and staff appointments tn Canada and Britain. During
the war, he served in several staff and command capaci-
ties - Brigade Major of the 2nd Divisional Artillery in
Canada and England - senior staff officer and Director
of Military Training in Ottawa - Commanding Officer of
13 Field Artillery Regiment in England - attached to
Headquarters 8th Army in Siecily and Italy - promoted
Brigadier in October 1943 and Commander of 5 Armoured
Division Artillery in Italy - in December 1944 until
the end of the war in Europe he was Commander Corps
Royal Artillery of 1lset Canadian Corps in Italy and
North West Europe.

Subsequent posts found him in Canada as Commander
of the Divisional Artillery of the Canadian Army Pacific
Force, and in Germany with the Canadian Army Occupation
Force, in Canada again as District Officer Commanding
Military District No. 2 in Toronto. Between 1947 and
1949, he commanded estern Ontario Area with headquar-
ters in London, Ontario and after a brief period as




!
|

Deputy Chief of the General Staff in Ottawa, spent a year
 in London, England attending the Imperial Defence College.

His promotion to the rank of Major-General came in
1950 and for the next five years, he was Vice-Chief of the
fGeneral Staff at Army Headquarters. From January, 1956,

/Chairman, Canadian Joint Staff in Hashington.

Funtil his appointment to Central Command in 1958, he was
3

! On retirement from the Army,
'@ member of the three-man On
| the same time, he became Exccuiive 0O

Toronto Redevelopment Adviscry Counecil.
 8arve in both of these activities.

) Appointed Colonel Commandant The Royal Regi

| Canadian Artillery in January 1969,

tario Police Commission.
fficer of the City of
He continues to

General Sparling became

At

ment of

FORMER COM"ANDING OFFICERS

L/COL F.F. COGHLAN, DSO 1920/4
L/COL W.A. TOWNSLEY, MC 1924730
L/COL R.T. PERRY, VD 1930/ 34
L/COL C.G. BEESTON 1934739

| L/COL P.C. TEES, M., (lst AA 1939)

| L/COL G.Y.L. CROSSLEY, ED 1939/42
L/COL A.0. HOOD 1942/43
L/COL F.C. UNDERHILL 1940/45 (39th Pd.,11th A
L/COL C.K. ROSEBRUGH 1943/44
L/COL R.T, DuMOULIN ED 1946/48
L/COL R. WALKEM 1916/49 (43 A
L/COL J.D. OVERHOLT 1949-51 (43 B,
L/COL E.A. ROYCE, ED 1948-51
L/COL C.A. MANSON, ED 1949/52 )
L/COL H.W.J. PECK, ED 1952/54 )$322
L/COL E.. BECKETT, CD 1951/55
L/COL A./l. MeGAVIN, CD (43rd) 1952755
L/COL ¥.S. JACKSOW, CD 1955758
L/COL G.F. BLYTH, CD = (43rd) 1955759
L/COL F.C. GARRETT, CD 1958/62
L/COL W.D. ELSDON, 6%, €D 1962/65
L/COL .. PLATT, CD 1965/68



"7?0 ALL WHO SERVED OUR GUNS"

The 15th Field Artillery Regiment has an official
history spanning half a century of service to Canada,
but the roots of this proud Regiment run far more deeply
into the early history of Vancouver and British Columbia.
In 1885, there was a Gunner J. Hall, living in the
Village of Granville, as it was then called, whose
devotion to the Royal Regiment led him to trek through
twelve miles of forest to parade with the 1st Bty
British Columbia Garrison Artillery in New Westminster.
He lived to see Vancouver grow into a city, and was
still living in 1920 when the 15th Brigade, CFA, was
authorized, consisting of three batteries of field
artillery, the 31st, the 68th and the 85th, with the
5th Siege Battery attached. It is of interest to note
that the 68th Battery served in Horth Russia in the
Aurmansk/Archangel area during this period, under the
famed British General, Sir Edmund Ironside. Fighting
in the most impossible conditions, in deep snow, with
temperatures to 40 below zero, the Canadian Gunners
acquitted themselves gallantly end earned the praise
of General Ironside, himself an artilleryman, who
wrote:

"The Canadian Artillery, by the action of its

drivers and gunners, had worthily upheld the
traditions of British Gunners",

In 1925, the 15th Brigade, CFA, was redesignated
as the 15th Field Brigade, C.A., although still
consisting of the above-mentioned Batteries. Through
the long years of peace and into the depression years,
the spirit of the early gunners endured and was
rewarded in 1935 when the title "Royal" was granted
to the Canadian Artillery, bringing with it the res-
ponsibility of living up to hundreds of years of
British Artillery tradition.



In 1938, the Brigade was disbanded for the purpose of
reorganization and reformed as the 15th Coast Brigade,RCA,
further redesignated later that year as the 15th (Vancouv:
Coast Brigade, RCA. It was during these years that
Vancouver's Gunners manned the coastal guns and searchlig
batteries in such familiar places as Stanley Park, Point
Atkinson, Steveston, Fort Camp U.B.C., and even beneath
the Lions Gate Bridge, while 31 and 85 Bty alternated dut
at remote York Island during the early years of WW II,

In 1939, the 68th Bty and the 5th Bty were converted
from heavy and medium batteries, respectively, to the 9th
and llth anti-aireraft batteries, RCA, and alloecated to
the 1st A.A. Regiment, RCA.

During World War II, the Gunners occupying Bessboroug
Armouries were the 39th Fd, Rgt. RCA and the 43rd HAA Rgt
RCA which trained as reserve units throughout the duratio

Although as a unit the Regiment did not serve oversea:
during the second World War, many Officers and men served
with other Canadian Artillery Regiments, returning in 194
46 to rejoin the newly redesignated 15th Coast Regiment,
RCA, which then consisted of the 31st, the 85th and the
159th Coast Batteries, RCA. The 159th Battery was redesi:
nated 158th Coast Battery in late 1946 and the Regiment

itself was again reorganized as the 15th Field Regiment,
RCA, in 1948,

The 102nd Coast Regiment was raised and disbanded in
Vancouver during the 1950s and ended in amalgamation with
the 43 HAA Rgt. The 43 7AA was later redesignated as the
43 MAA Rgt. and in 1959, when the requirement for anti-
aireraft artillery ceased, this fine regirent was amal-
gamated with the 15th Field Regiment, which then became,
once again, the only gunner unit in the Vancouver area.



The unit was then organized into five batteries:
the 31st, 85th, 158th, 209th and 210th. 85 Battery
was relocated for training in Ladner and operated
successfully in the Surrey-Delta area from 1961 to
1970. By 1966, the 210th Battery had been disbanded
and § (B.C.) Fd. Battery in Victoria had come under
command, In 1968, this Battery was returned to inde-
pendent status, leaving the Regiment with four
batteries until the most recent reorganization on lst
April, 1970, which reduced the unit to two batteries:
31 and 209.

As we enter into our second fifty years, we can
take pride in the record of service to Canada and
British Columbia, but as Winston Churchill onece said:

"This is not the beginning of the end, but
the end of the beginning”.

HONOURARY COLONELS -

1948-1956 COL W.C. WOODWARD, ED
1949-1961 LCOL F.RONALD GRAHAM, CD
1959-1961 LCOL FRED B. BROWN
1956-1967 BRIG. A.E.McB.BELL-IRVING,
OBE, ED
1959-1967 COL T. INGLEDOW, CD
1962-PRESENT LCOL A.M. MeGAVIN, CD

196 7-PRESENT Lcor w.s. JACKSON, CD




THE ZUNS

THE GUNS THAT YOU SEE AT THE REAR OF THFE
PARADE ARE 105 HOWITZERS, THESE ARE THE GUNS
PRESENTLY OM ISSUE TO THE RESERVE FORCES.
ALTHOUGH THE ARMY IS MOW IM THE PROC3SS OF
RE-EQUIPPIMCG “ITH VARIOUS FORMS OF AQTILLER
THESE YEAPONS STILL PLAY AN IMPCRTANT PART IH
THE ROLE OF THE ARTILLERY,

THE COLOURS OF A REGIMENT CARRY THE BATTLE
HOMOURS “ON BY THAT REGIMEMT., THE ARTILLERY
DIFFERS, IM THAT ITS GUNS ARE ITS COLOURS, AND

AS SUCH THEY ARE ACCORDED DUE PESPECT. HERCE
THE HMUSICAL DPIVE PAST OF OUP COLOURS.

APART FROM ITS POLE IN EATTLE OF 3ROVIDII'G
IMMEDIATE SUPPCORT TO THE FORYARD TROO?S, THE
ARTILLERY HAS THE DUTY OF FIRING 'GUM SALUTES
USER TO HONCUP DISTINGUISHED PERSONS AND 4ARY
SPECIAL OCCASICNS., GUN AND CANNOM SALUTES,
ORIGINATE FROM THE PRACTICE OF FIRIMG ALL ;UNS
OF A 2ATTERY, FORT, OR SHIP AS A TOKEN OF
DISAPMIMC THFV, FOQ EARLY GUNS COULD NOT BE
SPEEDILY PELOADFD, MODFPM GCUM SALUTES ARE
FIRED YWITH BLAMNK CARTRIDGES OR CHARGES. THE
NUMSER OF SHOTS IS PRESCRIBED BY INTERNATICNAL
CUSTOM AND AGREEMEMNT, GCVERNED BY THE RAIK OF
THE PERSON BEINMG HONOUPFD

VANCOUVER IS DESIGMATED AS AN OFFICIAL
SALUTING ZASE, THE REGIMENT FIRING ALL OFFI-
CIAL SALUTES.,



EFFICIENCY TROPHIES




